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	Trade Activities Report

	Purpose of brief: 
· To inform SC of activities in trade during 2014

	Relates to: 
Trade Brief EB - 146.

	Background: 
In 2013 PSI Executive Board and Steering Committee determined that future PSI activity would focus on the threats trade agreements pose to public services and prioritised work on the Trade In Services Agreement (TISA), Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) and between EU and other countries. EB – 146 passed policy on PSI’s position on trade agreements.

	Discussion:
Our work this year has increasingly focussed on promoting the threats from the TISA and re-building political awareness of the interconnected threats from current trade deals. In particular we have emphasised the threats to public services from Investor State Dispute Mechanisms (ISDS), ineffective public sector exclusions, ratchet and standstill clauses, incentives to privatise and restrictions on governments right to regulate. We have had considerable success in raising awareness of the TISA, with much mainstream and internet media coverage, and have also witnessed a political shift in awareness amongst our affiliates, the broader labour movement and society in general.  

General activities in 2014 have included:
· Organised the historic PSI Global Trade Summit in Washington hosted by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters - on the effects of trade and investment agreements on public services
· Lobbied USA Senators on fast track provision
· Lobbied UNCTAD Director General and spoke at UNCTAD meetings about the vital role of public services in development  
· Organised, in co-operation with global civil society, a meeting of international partners to establish a global campaign against Investor State Dispute Resolution clauses
· Trade workshop at the North American Labour Rights Seminar
· Introduced trade item at the Council of Global Unions (CGU) and lead the debate to ensure other global union federations take action against these agreements 
· Participated in civil society monitoring groups on WTO activity, TISA and TPP
· Support to affiliates to lobby national governments
 
TISA
· Produced and launched TISA vs Public Services – first research in the world that outlines the effects of TISA, focussed on the effects on public services 
· Protest and media at the 6th round of TISA negotiations (Geneva) organised with SSP-VPOD
· Media toolkit for affiliates to launch TISA research in their own country resulting in mainstream media in over a dozen countries and much more internet and alternative media 
· Collaborated with our partners to attract mainstream and internet media on the leaked financial services annex by Wikileaks  
· Produced a new paper in collaboration with the Our World Is Not For Sale (OWINFS) network on how TISA restricts democracy and governments rights to regulate – The Really Good Friends of Multinational Corporations 
· Produced TISA sectoral research to expand our understanding of how TISA effects specific PSI sectors
· Organised critical TISA Workshop at the WTO Forum with speakers from UniGlobal and International Union of Foodworkers (IUF) that attracted over 120 participants including ambassadors, negotiators, UN organisations and industry 
· Published articles in journals such as the International Union Rights Journal and other national and global labour and progressive publications

[bookmark: _GoBack]By the time of the SC PSI will have hosted the first ever critical forum on TISA in the world, in partnership with FES and OWINFS, for affiliates, civil society, ambassadors and national services negotiators. At the time of writing we had 170 registered participants from over 40 countries and more than 20 international organisations.

TPP
· TPP monitoring with ITUC and Civil Society
· Significant affiliate action in a range  of countries (see attached link for NZ campaign examples)
· TPP health brief for the Washington meeting

Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP)
· Affiliates have followed the negotiations and engaged negotiators in EU and USA
· Promotion of CETA as the pre-cursor to TTIP
· Lobbying of USA Senate on fast-track provisions
· EPSU has co-ordinated this work

The level of activity in the trade portfolio has exceeded expectation but cannot be sustained unless further staff resources are found. This will be a major challenge for 2015.  

	Budget implications: Despite attracting over 30,000 Euros of additional external funding for our work, expenditure on trade activities will exceed the 2014 budget by approximately 20,000 Euros. This is due to the extensive work we have undertaken and will be offset against the underspending in other areas of the strategic activities budget.   

	Next steps: continue to implement the Congress and EB mandate

	It is recommended that EB:
1. NOTE the report of activities
	
Yes / No

	Related documents:
· TISA vs Public Services: PSI Special Report 
http://www.world-psi.org/en/psi-special-report-tisa-versus-public-services

TISA: The Really Good Friends of Transnational Corporations Agreement
Washington Summit agenda and papers
TISA Forum Agenda and papers
EPSU paper from EB on TTIP
· TPP New Zealand Health Presentation
http://www.world-psi.org/en/presentation-trans-pacific-partnership-agreement-and-health
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