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	Tax Justice Activities Report

	Purpose of brief: 
· To inform SC of activities in tax justice during 2014

	Relates to: 
· Tax Justice brief EB-146

	Background: 
Congress 2012 identified tax justice to fund Quality Public Services as a priority issue for PSI. After regional consultations in early 2013, EB-145 endorsed work priorities and EB-146 gave further guidance.

	Discussion:
PSI continues to be a leader in the global fight for tax justice. Our work bridges the gap between the labour movement and civil society and has been effective in influencing both. We have expanded our influence by involving more GUFS, ensuring the Trade Union Advisory Council (TUAC) to the OECD pursues tax justice work in the OECD and partnering with civil society organisations such as Oxfam. We have been successful in attracting external funding to support our work and we continue to receive strong support from affiliates wherever we promote our vision of tax justice to fund QPS and fight inequality. The highlights of the 2014 work programme include:
· Conducted tax campaign workshops in Latin America (Chile and Buenos Aires) and in Africa (Accra and Abuja)
· Worked with African affiliates to gain the support of the ITUC–Africa to work on country specific tax campaigns 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Conducted intensive tax justice training and planning in Accra for PSI affiliates, Global Union Federations and other unions from Ghana and Nigeria.
· Co-ordinated the global labour movements attendance at the launch of the Global Alliance on Tax Justices (GATJ) Asia Pacific summit and secured the only position for trade unions in the GATJ’s global co-ordinating committee
· Secured significant funding from Friedrich Ebert Stiftung for multiple activities in the regions
· Advocated in global forums on tax such as the OECD Latin American Tax BEPS consultations, FES global meeting on Democratic Control of Corporate Power and the TUAC/ OECD forum on reducing inequality through tax justice and public services
· Worked with academics and civil society to monitor and lobby the OECD’s Base Erosion and Profit shifting (BEPS) process
· Influenced civil society position on tax justice and QPS such as working with Oxfam to influence their work on tax justice to combat inequality
· EPSU representation on the European Commission’s Tax Good Governance Platform
· Participated in the G20 Chairs forum on Global Tax Reform
· Continued to integrate the tax work with PSI’s corruption work 
By the end of the year we will also have:
· Attracted sponsorship to enable PSI affiliates to attend the African Tax Justice Summer School 2 week training programme for Tax Justice Leaders
· Participated in G20 Leaders Summit activities such as a joint forum with nurses unions to highlight tax justice to fund universal health care and participated in the L20 meeting
· Released research on financing universal healthcare 

In June the Communications Co-ordinator, who undertook significant tax justice work, left PSI. The subsequent refocussing of the Communications Department work has reduced the staffing allocation to tax justice work and meant that some planned activity was not undertaken. The main outstanding work is:
· Developing a tax justice toolkit for affiliates
· Producing policy briefs on the BEPS process

	Budget implications: We have attracted approximately 35,000 Euros in external funding over the last year which was not foreseen in the 2014 budget. The additional external funding combined with the reduction in staff allocations as a consequence of the changes in communications department has mean that the Tax Justice budget is likely to be underspent by approximately 20,000 Euros.

	Next steps: Continue implementing the programme of action

	It is recommended that EB:
1. NOTE activities for 2014
	
Yes / No

	Related documents: Nil
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