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	Trade Priorities

	Purpose of brief: 
· To inform SC of proposed action in trade for 2015

	Relates to: 
Trade Brief EB - 146

	Background: 
In 2013 PSI Executive Board and Steering Committee determined that future PSI activity would focus on the threats trade agreements pose to public services and prioritised work on the Trade In Services Agreement (TISA), Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) and between EU and other countries. EB – 146 passed policy on PSI’s position on trade agreements.

	Discussion:
Our work this year has successfully increased awareness amongst affiliates and national centres of the threats posed by trade agreements. We have also witnessed a political shift in awareness in the broader labour movement and society in general.  In particular we have raised awareness around the Trade In Services Agreement, with much mainstream and internet media coverage, and the interconnected threats from current trade deals; including the threats to public services from Investor State Dispute Mechanisms (ISDS), ineffective public sector exclusions, ratchet and standstill clauses, incentives to privatise and restrictions on governments right to regulate.

With heightened awareness of our issues our work in 2015 will need to be more focussed on achieving our specific lobbying objectives. In 2015 we will:
· Continue to generate mainstream and internet media on the threats trade agreements pose
· Identify and develop a cadre of trade activists in TISA, and other, countries who can progress the campaign at national level
· Develop training materials and train the trainer courses adapted to trade union concerns 
· Roll out national campaign skills and planning workshops to develop country specific campaigns against TISA
· Produce campaign materials for adaptation by affiliates to be used to educate members and the public on trade issues 
· Explore a sign-on campaign for local governments to oppose TISA and other trade deals
· Map the current market access coverage under GATS and other bilateral agreements of TISA countries to identify country specific threats under TISA to assist national campaigns
· Release and publicise our sectoral research on the effects of TISA on health, water, energy and municipal services
· Work with affiliates to lobby national centres to prioritise public sector trade concerns
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop specific resources on how an effective public sector exclusion clause would work Continue to assist affiliates to lobby national governments
PSI, FES and the Our World Is Not For Sale network are jointly hosting a 2 day TISA workshop on 18 October with over 170 participants. This meeting will undertake planning work that will influence the 2015 workplan.

	Budget implications: We expect to further expand the amount of external funding for trade work in the coming year. The trade budget sits within the fighting privatisation budget line and is expected to stay constant at about 45,000 Euros. However external funding is expected to increase the amount of activity in 2015.  

	Next steps: secure external funding, develop training material and identify target countries. Begin research on public sector exclusion clauses. 

	It is recommended that EB:
1. NOTE proposed activity in trade
	
Yes / No
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